
 

WOMEN ECONOMIC FORUM NEW YORK 2026 

At a time of profound global transformation marked by rapid technological 
change, growing social inequalities, and urgent environmental challenges, the full 
and equal participation of women in economic life is no longer optional, it is 
essential. Today, the world faces a defining question: How to ensure that 
economic growth, technological progress, and sustainability advance together in 
a way that is inclusive, ethical, and resilient? Women’s leadership is central to 
answering this challenge.  

As one of the world’s most influential global cities, New York City stands at the 
intersection of finance, technology, diplomacy, and social innovation. In this 
context, the city becomes a space for global dialogue during the 70th session of 
the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70). As governments, international 
organisations, civil society and the private sector turn into agents of change, the 
Women Economic Forum New York 2026 complements the agenda by 
translating global commitments into action.  

It is within this framework the Women Economic Forum New York 2026 (WEF 
NY 2026) convenes global leaders to advance a more inclusive economic model, 
where innovation serves people, sustainability drives growth, and leadership 
reflects the diversity of our societies. The Forum is conceived as a high-level 
platform for dialogue and action, bringing together women leaders, policymakers, 
entrepreneurs, executives, academics, and civil society actors from across the 
world to exchange knowledge, build alliances, and shape solutions that place 
women at the center of economic transformation. 

The 2026 program focus on four interconnected pillars:  

1. Innovation and Technology, advancing women’s leadership in digital 
transformation and the innovation economy, with a focus on emerging 



technologies such as AI and digital platforms, and on inclusive and 
responsible action. 

2. Economic Empowerment, addressing structural barriers to women’s 
access to finance, entrepreneurship, leadership positions, and quality 
employment in a rapidly evolving global economy. 

3. Sustainability and Social Impact, highlighting women’s leadership in 
advancing sustainable development and climate action with emphasis on 
the design and implementation of green solutions with measurable social 
impact. 

4. Leadership and Decision-Making, strengthening women’s influence in 
corporate boards, public institutions, and multilateral spaces where critical 
economic and political decisions are made. 

WEF NY 2026 is organised by the New York Women’s Chamber of Commerce, 
with the collaboration of the Women Economic Forum Chile and Women 
Economic Forum Iberoamérica. It is expected to welcome nearly 300 participants, 
with representatives from the business, corporate, and academic sectors, public 
organizations and civil society. Through keynote addresses and high-level panels, 
the Forum will foster meaningful exchanges between global and regional leaders, 
encouraging cross-sector perspectives and practical approaches to shared 
challenges.  

WEF NY 2026 is driven by the belief that the future of the global economy 
depends on inclusive leadership and responsible innovation. By placing women at 
the center of economic decision-making, it aims to contribute to a more 
equitable, sustainable, and forward-looking global economic system, through 
collaboration among leaders, institutions and organizations across sectors.  

SCHEDULE  

Wednesday March 11th, 2026, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM: WEF NY 2026 Event 

● 8:00 AM - 8:30 AM: Credentials  

● 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM: Welcoming Speech 

● 9:00 AM - 9:05 AM: “Inspiring Words” Talk  

● 9:10 AM - 12:40 PM: Panels and Keynotes Speeches 

● 12:45 PM - 12:50 PM: “Inspiring Stories” Talk  

● 12:55 PM - 1:00 PM: Closing Remarks 

 



Wednesday March 11th, 2026, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM: WEF NY 2026 Awards 

The ‘Global Leaders Awards and Recognition Ceremony’ honors outstanding 
women, organizations and changemakers whose work contributes to the four key 
pillars of the 2026 forum.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

WEF NY 2026 PROGRAM1 

TIME 
FINISHING 

TIME 
ACTIVITY 

8:30 a.m. 8:55 a.m.  Welcoming Speech        

8:55 a.m.  9:00 a.m.  

9:00 a.m. 9:05 a.m.  'Inspiring Words' Talk 

9:05 a.m.  9:10 a.m.  

9:10 a.m. 9:17 a.m.  Conference N°1: Structural Obstacles and Invisible Barriers in 
Women's Careers 

9:17 a.m.  9:22 a.m.  

9:22 a.m. 9:47 a.m.  Panel N° 1: Beyond Growth: Navigating Global Challenges with 
Inclusive Solutions 

9:47 a.m. 9:52 a.m.  

9:52 a.m 10:00  a.m. Conference N°2: The Impact of Women in Business on Today’s 
Economy 

10:00 a.m. 10:05 a.m.   

10:05 a.m.  10:29 a.m. Panel N° 2: Beyond Equality: Strategies for Women leading 
enterprises 

10:29  a.m. 10:34 a.m.  

10:34 a.m. 11:00 a.m. Panel N° 3: Innovating for Impact: Women, AI, and Inclusive Growth 

11:00 a.m. 11:05 a.m.  

11:05 a.m. 11:30 a.m. Panel N°4: Women Entrepreneurship: From Local Action to Global 
Impact 

11:30  a.m. 11:35 a.m.  

11:35 a.m. 11:42 Conference N°3: Driving Impact for Sustainable Development  

1 Program subject to change. Last change was made on February  17th, 2026. 
 



11:42  a.m. 11: 46  a.m.  

11:45 a.m. 12:11 p.m. Panel N°5: Economic Empowerment for Women 

12:11  p.m. 12:16 p.m.  

12:16 p.m. 12:40 p.m. Panel N°6: Leading the Future: Women, Advocacy, and the 
Architecture of Public Policy 

12:40 p.m. 12:45 p.m.  

12:45 p.m. 12:50 p.m. 'Inspiring Stories' Talk 

12:50 p.m. 12:55 p.m.  

12:55 p.m. 1:00 p.m. Closing Remarks 
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